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Hotel/Motel Tax funding for Tourism Product 

 Promotion and Development 

 
 Continued services of b2 Ideas (monthly reports attached) 

 
 Great Lakes of Georgia initative 

  * Website 

  * Participation in the FLW Cup Outdoor Expo & Family Fun Zone at 

      Gwinnett Center Aug 5-8 

  * Go Fish Pavilion in Perry, GA grand opening in October   

 

 Feature on Carter’s Lake set to run in Jan/Feb issue of  Boating magazine. On 

 newsstands for 14 weeks.  

 

 Represented Gilmer County at the state welcome centers in Tallapoosa and 

  Ringgold during Georgia on My Mind Days 

 

 Appalachian Gateways Group (Pickens, Gilmer, Fannin, Union, & Towns 

 county) reprinted pad map 

 

 www.facebook.com/theellijays has 450 fans and growing 

 

 Harrison Park steering committee has made it through  several rounds for a   

 $100,000 DNR grant. Original application was made Nov 2009 

 

 Highly successful Taste of Ellijay and Independence Day celebration  

 

 August 14 will kick-off Second Saturday Block Party. Building on the success of 

 the Independence Day celebration downtown. We  will host live music, cruise-in, 

 and extended store hours 

 

 Letter of support for IMBA Ride Center 

 

 Adding a monthly Explore the Ellijays e-newsletter. Will be sent to our email data

 base of those who have requested more information on our area.  We are 

 concentrating more on database building activities like our partnership with Mills 

 Marketing.  

 

 AAA office in Nashville– Brochure distribution through Mills Marketing 

 

 August– Paige will attend the Governor’s Conference on Tourism in Athens 

 

 



Tracking Inquiries & Walk-Ins 
 

 

 Requests for Tourism Information 

 

 

 

 Walk-In Visitors 
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Additional Printed Materials (April-June) 

 

 



Additional Printed Materials (April

-June) 

 

 



Additional Printed Materials 

(April-June) 

 

 



Community & Economic Development 

 
Economic Development Authority 

 * Meet June 25th, Meeting July 9 & 23 

 * Congressman Tom Graves presenting on July 9 

   * Working towards Georgia Work Ready certification 

 * Hosting existing industries lunch in August 

 * Working with Chamber Community & Economic 

    Development Council to find synergy in projects 

 

Attended GEDA spring workshop  

 

Update on Atlanta office visits 

 * Visited Georgia Power Resource Center and GDEcD offices in Atlanta 

 * Had lunch with the Commissioner & Site location manager from the Film  

    Division.  

 * Meet Commissioner Ken Stewart, Tourism Deputy  Commissioner Kevin  

    Langston, Stefanie Paupauk, Communications & PR division, Region 1 rep 

    Brooks Mathis, and Georgia Power Economic Developer Chuck Scragg 

 

Dalton State College– Business to Student Bags 

 * Working with DSC to provide welcome back bags to all students to promote local 

     businesses 

 

Inquiries/Prospects- 

 * Met with Colleen Simon of Radiotherapy Centers of Georgia regarding an  

    oncology center for Gilmer County. The denial of a CON is being appealed.  

    Awaiting hearing date.  

 *  Worked a small manufacturing prospect looking for 5K sq/ft with Georgia 

     Power.  Business owner decided to “stay put and see how things turn around.” 

 * Unidentifed prospect came in. Could not meet “must haves” regarding property 

    size, water & sewer 

 * State project manager had a client looking at Cohutta Water Plant. Called to 

    request local incentives package. Client (before receiving incentives package) 

    decided to stay in Metro Atlanta area.  

 * Couple interested in chain restaurant in East Ellijay. Awaiting approval on 

    franchise.  

 * John Christian– interested in “north Georgia area” for community theater and 

 arts center. Currently has 2 theaters in Marietta. He was initially looking at several 

 counties but eventually narrowed to Gilmer. Looked at several alternative 

  locations. Effective June 25, 2010, signed lease on downtown building for Apple 

 Mountain Arts Center to open Q4 2010. (See attached press release) 

 * 5 other “soft” inquiries regarding sq/ft availability and market analysis 

 

 






















